DISCUSSION.
Dr. GUNSON added that he had not brought the case forward so much because it was a rare condition, as maternity statistics showed that teeth were present at birth in about one in every 5,000 cases, but he hoped to hear a discussion on the awtiology of such a condition. Many authorities held that teeth appearing at this period indicated a syphilitic taint in the child; Henoch, however, thought it was due to periostitis of the alveolar margin, involving the socket of the tooth, and that the inflammatory process tended to push the tooth forward prematurely. Dr. Rolleston had brought to his notice a contribution by two French writers 1 stating that these teeth were of the nature of teratomata. He had had a section made of one of the teeth and placed it under the microscope; he did not think it showed definite changes. He hoped to hear the views of members.
The PRESIDENT (Mr. T. H. Kellock, M.C.) regarded it as a rare condition.
With regard to the suggestion that syphilis might be at the bottom of the early eruption of these teeth, he thought the fact that they were fairly commonly associated with hare-lip and cleft palate would be against this idea, because it was not at all uncomnmon to find babies with double hare-lip or cleft palate with teeth erupted either at birth or soon after. These cases, therefore, seemed rather to be instances of developmental error than of a pathological condition. THE patient was a boy, aged 4 years, in whom the first skin lesions had been noticed some eighteen months ago on the neck, and later on the arms, back, and abdomen. They consisted of small acuminate papules, pale in colour, which were even more perceptible to the touch than to the eye. There are now a large number of these papules, which to the hand give somewhat the sensation of a nutmeg-grater, but they evidently cause no subjective symptoms, and there is absolutely no sign of scratching. The scalp is not involved, and the case therefore differs from one which Dr. Bunch showed recently, in which a hyperkeratosis of the pilo-sebaceous follicles of the scalp and eyebrows had led to the breaking off of all the hair on these regions, and, practically, a comparatively well defined alopecia.
Dr. BUNCH added that the case showed complete absence of inflammatory phenomena round the lesions. The condition was perhaps better known under the names lichen spinulosus and lichen pilaris. He, however, objected to the name lichen applied to it, as there was in this case and many others an entire absence of inflammation around the follicles. There were no subjective symptoms in the case, whereas in adults this disease was frequently accompanied by marked symptoms of irritation. There was in this case no history of heredity bearing on the condition.
Dr. TRAVERS SMITH asked whether this condition was not associated with some variety of ichthyosis.
Dr. BUNCH replied that he drew a distinction between the two, in that ichthyosis covered a more extensive area, and the hyperkeratosis in the disease now shown was limited to the pilo-sebaceous follicles. Possibly the original cause might be of the same nature. The agent he believed to be a toxin.
Friedreich's Disease with Spastic Phenomena.
E. L., AGED 13 years, was the ninth of ten children; his mother's eleventh pregnancy terminated in a miscarriage. For three years before patient's birth the mother was very depressed and almost insane. Patient was a full-term child, healthy at birth, but before the age of 3 years had scarlet fever, measles, chicken-pox, whooping-cough, and diphtheria. He began to walk at 3 years but never walked well, and was never very intelligent. (He is now only in the second standard, though 13 years of age.) He began to stammer two years ago. He is subject to " bilious attacks."
He is now a fairly well grown boy with a rather unintelligent expression. Speech indistinct, slurred and syllabic. Gait spastic, uncertain, tends to keep the heels raised from the floor; slight difficulty. in turning. Romberg's sign negative. The legs are held stiffly, the muscles hard and well developed; the foot shows marked pes cavus
